The nurse's role as clinical coordinator for the Center for Cranial Base Surgery.
The newly created position of clinical coordinator for the Center for Cranial Base Surgery at Presbyterian-University Hospital is detailed in this article. The position evolved in response to needs of this specialized center, because the complexities of cranial base tumors (CBTs) require optimal patient care be a collaborative effort. The clinical coordinator works with the neurosurgeon in all phases of treatment. From the preoperative visit, through admission and surgery, and then in postoperative care and follow-up, patient care is centered not only on the physical aspects inherent in surgery and recovery, but also on psychological support and attention which must be maintained throughout the patient's treatment course. In addition, the clinical coordinator has important input concerning research activities, particularly in clinical implementation of new therapies, as well as patient data management. Inservice education of other health professionals in their dealings with CBT patients further enhances quality of and continuity in patient care. Patient-care responsibilities as well as related research and training activities are discussed.